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Three persons from Messiah Village were present for the signing of a proclamation
designating July 1 as Pennsylvania Nursing Home Residents' Day. To the left, seated
in front of Kathleen Kelley (activities director at the Village) is William Wright. Standing next to her, behind Governor Thornburgh, is Anna Zercher.

_ lthough the number of people who
^ ^ ^ n round
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out a century of living is increas-

ing, it's hard to do so without attracting
some attention. The passing of that
milestone is still occasion for comment
among us. Otherwise, these words would
not appear, and the subject of these
comments would be somewhat relieved.
But
It's true: if you live long enough,
someone's likely to notice. And so Messiah Village resident Mrs. Anna Zercher
has come to take in stride such recognitions as were hers when the governor of
Pennsylvania recently invited her to the
State Capitol. There she witnessed the
governor's signing of a proclamation
relating to the care of the elderly. And
there she also received special honors on
the approach of her 100th birthday.
Before Mrs. Zercher came to the Village three years ago, she had lived all her
life in or near Mount Joy, Pennsylvania.
There she was born, November 29,
1881, the eldest child of Rev. and Mrs.
Abram Z. Hess. And there she assumed
major responsibilities for the rearing of
the brothers and sisters who followed:
Abram, Mary, Katie, Henry, Barbara,
and Benjamin. The fact that they survived "the thousand natural shocks that
flesh is heir to" on a typical farm was in
some measure due to her sisterly care.
Family responsibilities encroached upon her education, frequently taking
precedence over regular attendance at
the one-room school a mile from home.
But Anna was able to complete the third
reader during seven years of sporadic
school work. Ironically, the poor condition of the road made her having to walk
somewhat more bearable. She recalls
that an occasional wagon ride over the

rough, rutted road was preferable only
as a time-saver.
The Cross Roads Church, where her
father preached, was to be her home
church for 96 years. By stages, she
watched the original frame meetinghouse yield its simplicity as a one-room
structure to become the diversified,
steepled, brick complex that it is today.
In the fall of 1904, Anna married
Andrew Zercher, who lived on a farm
nearby, had recently confessed Christian faith, and had joined the same
church. In keeping with the custom of
the day, the newlyweds continued to live
separately at their parental homes until
the following spring, when they "set up
housekeeping" on a farm in the community. And, in the years that followed,
the farm help arrived: four daughters
(one dying in infancy) and two sons.
Among the issues to be faced by this
farm family was the question of raising
tobacco. A common practice in that
Lancaster County neighborhood, it
came to be seen by the Zerchers as
inconsistent with Christian stewardship.
Therefore, with indifference to those
who said it could not be done, they
stopped raising that which, as they said,
"might harm a soul for whom Christ
died." The Lord seemed to honor their
decision and blessed their more diversified farm program in the years that
followed.
*

*

*

It is also true that if you live long
enough, you are likely to get a few things
done. That assumes a certain amount of
initiative, of course, but in this Anna
was not lacking.
Coming from a Christian home, and
having made her own profession of faith

in early years, Anna saw all of life as an
arena for doing God's will. In addition
to meeting the heavy demands of farm
life, she gave herself to numerous outside causes. A consistent student of the
Bible, she taught an adult Sunday school
class "for so many years I can't remember
when I started." She was an active
member of the church sewing circle and
for 19 years a member of the Messiah
Children's Home board of directors.
Her skill as a seamstress continues to
serve her—and others—well in the present. Still able to thread her own needle,
she continues to turn out scores of items
of clothing for the needy. And, beyond
the strictly practical items, she continues
to produce quilts, comforters, and
afghans—always with a careful regard
for appropriate colors and designs. Her
lifelong commitment to missions is also
expressed through items from her sewing closet shared with visiting missionaries.
About twenty years ago, Mrs. Zercher
also acted in behalf of the widows in her
community. Since 1953, when her husband died, she had become aware of the
number of widows in her community.
Sensing a need for their sharing common experiences and uncommon insights, she organized what came to be
known as the Annual Widows' Retreat,
now a popular event on the area calendar
and attracting as many as 140 for a day
of Christian fellowship and mutual encouragement.
In her present home, Messiah Village,
she finds outlet for her concern for others. Up and down the hallways, she finds
those who welcome her words of cheer
or for whom she can do a simple favor.
Many who have walked with her have
found her pace exhausting.
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Her friends are found far beyond her
own circle. Through her sewing or monetary contributions, her writing letters or
making personal visits, she identifies
with many charitable causes. But she is
discriminating in her support and frequently declines requests from organizations that "don't seem quite right" by
Christian standards.
Anyone visiting her in Room 229 will
quickly notice Mrs. Zercher's love for
nature. All the space she can spare is
devoted to the culture of plants, some
started from seed or from cuttings, others taken in to be nursed back to health.
Her indoor plants, of course, are only an
echo of the large gardens she once managed and enjoyed. But, even now, she
also has a small outdoor garden of corn
and beans in the plot provided for Village resident use. Caring for growing
things provides a vital stimulus to her
creative interest in every-day living.
* * *
And, we may assume, if you live long
enough, you'll pick up a few clues to the
meaning of life itself. Not that Mrs.

Governor Thornburgh claims a birthday
kiss from Mrs. Zercher "a little bit ahead

of time."
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Zercher would launch into philosophical discourse; she's both too modest and
too practical for that. Instead, she lives
her philosophy. But she has long since
had to respond somehow to frequent
inquiries about her longevity. Her
standard reply has been satisfactory, it
seems, to those who ask: "Live for today
and trust the Lord for tomorrow."
It's more than a slogan, of course. She
has seen enough of life's hardship and
felt enough of its stress to know her own
limitations. And, meeting those experiences with a firm confidence in the
Lord's provision, she has found his
promises reliable, his sustaining presence a daily reality.
Inevitably, 100 years have also brought
many changes. To cite the transformation in the structure of her home church
is to call to mind many other changes in
the Brethren in Christ Church. But
these, too, have been accepted with a
quality of understanding which has endeared her to her younger contemporaries. With a word of charity for the past,
she devotes herself to the needs of the
present.
At Messiah Village, Mrs. Zercher is
increasingly appreciative of the pleasant
setting to which trusting the Lord for
tomorrow has brought her. As she looks
from her window toward the wide,
open, western sky, she is thankful for
God's gifts of time, health, and circumstance. Here, every day brings new
opportunities for service—for living and
loving that day for the good of others
and for the praise of God.

One of Anna and Andrew's two sons, Ray
Zercher is a member of the faculty of Mes-
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A Brethren in Christ congregation... located close to Havana,
recently held an evangelistic campaign . . . more than 20
accepted Christ.

Church life in Cubastereotypes are inadequate
A Bible institute of the Los Pinos
Evangelical Convention of Cuba, related
to Worldteam, was closed in 1960 but
reopened in 1974 when Christian young
people "had the vision." Enrollment in
the school is growing. A recent graduation was occasion for a church convention at which 80 percent of the 800 in
attendance were young people.
A Brethren in Christ congregation of
23 baptized members, located close to
Havana, recently held an evangelistic
campaign at their meeting house and
nearby mission. More than 20 accepted
Christ.
On a visit to Cuba May 22 to June 1,
seven pastors and leaders from Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches in
Central America and the Caribbean and
a Mennonite Central Committee representative found their stereotype images
of persecuted, secretive church life in
Cuba quite inadequate.
M C C sponsored the fraternal delegation in order to help church leaders

understand and learn from the experience of the Cuban church living in a
socialist, atheistic society. They also
sought to strengthen relationships with
Cuban churches.
Following the socialist revolution in
Nicaragua in 1979, a church leader there
told M C C staff, "The church in Nicaragua was not prepared for the profound
changes brought in by the Sandinista
revolution." That plea prompted M C C
to seek ways that Latin and North
American Mennonites can learn from a
church that has already experienced
such changes in Latin America.
One of the members of the delegation
was Miguel Angel Vallecillo, chairman
of the Brethren in Christ Church in
Nicaragua and a pastor. Other participants were Keith Allen, pastor and
Mennonite church administrator in Jamaica; Guillermo Zuniga, chairman of
the Council of Mennonite Churches in
Mexico City; Ruben Zuniga, pastor in
Mexico City; Feliciano Gonzalez, Men-

Standing inside the Cuatro Caminos Brethren in Christ Church near Havana is the
pastor, Juana Garcia. Next to her is Miguel Vallecillo, a pastor and the chairman of the
Brethren in Christ Church in Nicaragua. Miguel was one of seven persons to visit
Cuba earlier this year.
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nonite pastor and church planter in
Nicaragua; Raul Rosado, pastor in
Puerto Rico and Mennonite World
Conference vice president for Latin
America; and Henry Paul Yoder, missions secretary of the Franconia Mennonite Conference Mission Commission.
Yoder, who worked in Cuba in the
1950s, led the delegation on behalf of
MCC. The Franconia mission was in
Cuba previous to the 1959 civil war
there. None of its congregations remain,
although some 20 to 30 adults scattered
in five communities still consider themselves Mennonites.
During its 10 days in Cuba, the delegation visited a number of churches or
church offices, plus Cuban educational,
health, industrial and cultural settings.
They visited first with the Cuban Ecumenical Council, which had invited the
group to come to Cuba and which
works with all 45 denominations, although only 15 are official members.
Later in the week they met with a pastoral association of the nation's central
province.
The group worshipped with a Baptist
church in Havana and twice attended
the Brethren in Christ Church. They
also visited the Los Pinos Bible Institute
and the interdenominational Evangelical Seminary in Matanzas. Yoder visited
some individual Mennonites.
A negative observation the group
made of Cuba was its degree of militarization, which makes nonresistance and
conscientious objection almost impossible. The Cuban government and population fear U.S. armed intervention.
Local voluntary militia groups are forming and training. Billboards, posters and
mass media exhort people to be prepared.
The delegation encourages North
American Mennonites and Brethren in
Christ to urge the U.S. government to
lift its 20-year-old economic embargo
on Cuba "in order to demonstrate sin-
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cere concerns on behalf of justice and
the well-being of our Cuban neighbors."
The embargo is one factor forcing Cuba
to rely on the Soviet Union.
A theme that the group heard various
times, according to Yoder, is "that Christians who stand firm, who continue
faithful in their beliefs and live a consistent life have no problems. It is those
who waver that have problems and then
cry 'persecution.' "
A college professor told of losing her
position 15 years ago when some government officials "went too far and perseUpon recommendation of the Comcuted Christians in some places." She
mission on Stewardship and Finance,
was soon reinstated with back pay,
the Board of Administration has approvhowever, when the church appealed on
ed financial campaigns for the Board of
the basis of the constitutional guarantee
Christian Education, Messiah Village
of religious freedom.
and the Board for Missions.
A Baptist pastor said he and other
The Board of Christian Education
pastors voluntarily spend two weeks a
campaign is for the debt retirement of
year in sugarcane fields as part of their
$25,000, and will be carried out in 1981.
Christian witness and responsibility. "If
The Messiah Village campaign is to
the government gives us permission and
provide a portion of the funds needed
materials to rebuild our churches, pasfor construction of a new chapel facility.
tors' houses and seminary buildings," he
The fund drive goals are as follows:
asked rhetorically, "will we say no if they
1981 - $ 25,000
ask us to give a few days of 'productive
1982 - $100,000
work' in the fields?"
1983 - $ 70,000
The delegation met Cuban Christians
With
regard
to the mission board, a
who are professionals and students.
recommendation
was adopted stating
From many walks of life they testified
that "the Board of Administration reafthat fellow workmen or fellow students
firmed the Board for Missions budget as
have at some time classified them as
an operational and capital whole, and
"superior" because of their conscienurged the Board for Missions to raise its
tious work. Said one: "We should always
profile in congregations with a view to
strive to be 'superior' in our study and
total budget support."
work. It is our duty and witness as
In the near future, pastors and conChristians."
gregations
will be contacted by these
Some Christians are even nominated
agencies as they endeavor to carry out
to membership in the Communist party,
their mandate.
which is a high honor, although selection interviews always end when they
testify that they believe in God.
The delegation found Cuban Christians well-founded in their doctrine.
"We don't have any anti-Marxist courses
The Developmental Disabilities Counor teaching in our churches," explained
cil of Mennonite Mental Health Servione, "but we teach the truth so that
ces (MMHS) has authorized the estabpeople are strong enough to stand up
lishment of a special task force to study
against atheism."
guardianship and life-long planning
One pastor's wife had recently spent
issues for handicapped persons. The
six weeks in the United States and was,
specific charge to the task force is to
according to Yoder, "utterly dumbfoundidentify the issues and principles involved" at the wide gap she found between
ed and develop a plan of action to carry
the knowledge of Christianity Christian
out the guardianship study.
young people in Cuba and the United
The study will include a review of
States hold. She said, "The most spiritulaws affecting guardianship and the hanally illiterate Christian in Cuba far surdicapped, and potential roles and repasses what I found in the U.S."
sponsibilities of family members and the
MCC hopes to send another delegachurch. The concept of corporate guardtion next year, and to find other ways to
ianship with the church will also be
strengthen fraternal relations.
explored. This concept places primary
responsibility for insuring the well-being
—MCC News Service

Financial
campaigns
approved
by BOA

Renewal... 2000!
Update and
New Address
In response to input received from the
brotherhood, a special session of the
Task Force on Structure, Funding and
Budgeting was convened on June 10,
1981. Two significant actions were taken
and are reported here in the continuing
process of Renewal. . .2000!
The meeting resulted in the affirmation of previously published plans for
seven regional conferences and seven
bishops. At the same time, endorsement
was given to:
(1) The goal of reducing the net
addition of administrators to 2'/2
instead of 4, and
(2) the establishment of a boundary
commission(s) to conduct hearings relative to the location of
congregations in particular regional conferences. Committees were
appointed to bring recommendations to a plenary meeting of
the Task Force, scheduled for
September 16-18, 1981.
U.S. Address
It is apparent that the disruption of
the Canadian postal service has handicapped responses by the date previously
suggested. Therefore, anyone wishing to
communicate with the Task Force prior
to its September 16-18 meeting may do
so in care of Roy V. Sider (secretary),
Stevensville, Ontario, Canada LOS 1 SO,
or P.O. Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA
17022.

Guardianship study authorized

August

10, 1981

of the handicapped person in the hands
of the church, when the parents are no
longer able or are deceased.
The anticipated outcome of the study
will include guidelines for families planning for the future of their handicapped
member, several guardianship models
that can be established in various locations, and a number of workshops on
guardianship.
The task force is especially interested
in hearing from parents and other persons who have found satisfactory arrangements or would like to raise specific concerns or questions. Contact
Dean A. Bartel, Box 370, Elkhart, Ind.,
46516.

Messiah College News
Rising enrollment,
three new majors
At a recent meeting ot the Board of
Trustees, President D. Ray Hostetter
reported a 17% increase in student applications for the fall term. The freshman
class will have 430-440 students, with the
total enrollment expected to exceed
1,400, an increase of approximately 150
students over last fall's figures.
As he noted the growth pattern in
past years, the president listed three
implications of growth. First: new curricular programs are more easily phased
in during a growth period. Second: the
size of the faculty can be increased to
allow for more depth and variety in
existing programs. And third: co-curricular programs tend to increase in quality
and variety with enrollment.
He predicted that further dramatic
growth at Messiah College is not likely
in the next decade due to the large
decrease in the number of traditionally
college-age youth.
The trustees approved three additional majors to the curriculum. David
Brandt, academic dean, stated that the
computer science major will offer an
opportunity for Messiah's participation
in the leading technology of the day with
the perspective of the liberal arts.
The family studies major will make it
possible to provide churches and secular
institutions with graduates who have an
understanding of the dynamics of family
interaction, according to Brandt. "Family studies will provide an academic
background to enable students to work
toward strengthening families."
Regarding the art major, Brandt noted
the art studios in the fine arts center (to
be occupied this fall) will make available
adequate space to begin offering an art
major. He said that "the new fine arts
center represents a strong commitment
to the arts by Messiah College." He also
noted that the major will help implement the mission of the college.
Other items from the Board of Trustee minutes: approved a budget of
$10,608,788 for 1981-82, an increase of
14% . . . present year's budget projected
to be balanced . . . capital expenditure
authorized for a parking lot with 305
spaces to be built near new residence halls
. . . renamed to Board of Trustees:
Emerson Frey, Alvin L. Heise, and
John Sollenberger... renamed to Board
of Associates: Robert Rissinger.
6

Service anniversary
recognitions
The following people were given recognition at Messiah College's end-ofyear appreciation dinner: 30 years of
service—Alden Long, faculty; 20 y e a r s John Sollenberger, trustee; 10 years—
Dr. Owen Alderfer, faculty; Dr. Robert
Ives, faculty and Donald Wingert, faculty associate. People working for the
college as "dollar a year employees:
Miriam Bowers, Clarence Boyer, Dorothy L. Martin, J o h n Sollenberger,
Newell Vonckx, and Faye Wittlinger.

New appointments
Dr. David B. Madeira has been
named Director of College Advancement. He formerly served the college as
Director of Student Life, but left in 1978
to complete the J.D. degree at the Indiana University School of Law and his
coursework for the Ed. D. degree, also
at Indiana University, Bloomington, IN.
His work toward that degree has been in
higher education administration.
Madeira served as Assistant to the
Dean at the School of Law, Indiana
University, from 1979-80. His professional memberships and affiliations include the American Bar Association, the
National Association of College and
University Attorneys, Phi Delta Kappa,
Phi Alpha Delta, and the Christian
Legal Society. He is a delegate to the
American Bar Association House of
Delegates.

Dr. Layton Shoemaker has assumed
the post of athletic director at Messiah
College. He has chaired the Department
of Health, Physical Education and Recreation since 1974, and his new appointment is a move to streamline operations.
Glenn Ganoe, head athletic trainer,
will serve as assistant athletic director
and scheduling coordinator for all sports.
In addition to his administrative and
teaching duties, Shoemaker will continue to serve as varsity soccer coach.
N C C A A National Coach of the Year
for 1978 and 1980, he has led his teams
to seven consecutive post-season playoff appearances. Messiah won the
NCCAA national championship in 1978
and captured the runnerup spot in 1974
and 1980.

Church News
Allegheny Conference
Earl Lehman was the director of the Allegheny
Conference S-2 District Youth Camp held at
Roxbury on June 9-12. The speakers were Rev.
Frank Kipe and Clara Leedom. There were 228
persons registered for the camp. • Rev. and Mrs.
Ralph Palmer were installed as the pastoral couple
of the Air Hill congregation on Sunday, June 28.
Bishop Alvin Book was in charge of the service. •
Israel Cohen was the speaker for the Dillsburg
congregation on Sunday morning, June 28. Mr.
Cohen, a Messianic Jew, is affiliated with the
American Board of Missions to the Jews.
A recent guest speaker for the Montgomery
congregation was Rev. Richard Heckman. Rev.
Heckman is principal of the Shalom Christian
Academy. • The Mowersville congregation held a
farewell dinner for their pastoral couple, Rev.
Mervin Potteigers on Sunday, June 21. Rev.
Charles Lehman will assume pastoral duties after
Sept. 1. • Sunday, June 7, the Ridgevue congregation celebrated its 15th anniversary with Preston
Parthemer as the guest speaker. The Wingert
Family presented special music in the morning
service and gave an outdoor concert in the
afternoon.

Mike and June Knowles and family
On June 28, Michael Knowles was installed as
assistant pastor of the Chambersburg congregation. While a senior at Messiah College, he had
served as student pastor at Chambersburg, and
following graduation, was pastor at the Cedar
Heights congregation from 1978-81.
The Saville congregation reports that seven persons were baptized on Sunday afternoon, June 7. •
A Groundbreaking Service was held by the South
Mountain congregation on Sunday, June 28, for
an addition to the basement. • The Waynesboro
congregation honored several people who are participating in summer missionary service on a Sunday evening prior to their leaving for the summer.

Atlantic Conference
A Farewell Service was held for the John Bundy
family by the Manheim congregation on Sunday
morning, July 26. Rev. Bundy will assume pastoral responsibilities at Cedar Heights (Allegheny
Conference) Aug. 15. • Eleven persons were
received into membership by the Manor congregation on Sunday, June 21.
Guest speaker for the Blue Ridge congregation
during Family Month was Jaron DeBoe. • Thirty
persons from the Elizabethtown congregation
walked in the Crop Walk, sponsored by the Elizabethtown Ministerium recently.
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Canadian Conference
On Sunday, June 21, the Houghton congregation held a service of reception of members, baptism and communion. Four persons were received
into fellowship and four were baptized.
Nearly 140 certificates were distributed by the
Massey Place congregation to persons who had
completed the School of Christian Living and
Training course. • Ninety ladies attended a luncheon sponsored by the Women's Ministries of the
New Life congregation.

Central Conference
Dr. Henry Ginder was the speaker for a Bible
Crusade held by the Amherst congregation June
14-21. • Thirteen persons were baptized by the
Highland congregation on Sunday morning, June
28.

The Mooretown congregation gave their young
people opportunity to learn Bible verses to help
pay their way toward camp. • Bishop David Climenhaga was the speaker at Pomeroy Chapel
recently, in a morning worship service.

Midwest Conference
The Abilene congregation hosted a meeting on
Tuesday evening, June 16 with guest speaker, Rev.
John Graybill, missionary to Japan. The Rosebank congregation attended the service. • Carl
and Gail Lewis, from the Mt. View congregation,
have begun a second church in Colorado Springs.

Pacific Conference
The Upland congregation reports holding a day
camp in their Educational Center throughout the
summer with a total of 160 children enrolled.
Deanna Kech is the director.

Births
Beckner: Courtney Kay, June 21; Ed and Marcia Beckner, Highland congregation, Oh.
Bixler: Heidi Dawn, June 22; Lee and Mary
Bixler, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Bolin: Christa Gail, May 27; Richard and
Leona Bolin Jr., Langley Air Force Base, Va.
Bowers: Lisa Kay, June 29; Rich and Doreen
Bowers, Ridgevue congregation, Pa.
Deter: Scott Bradley, June 15; Eugene and
Denise (Cramer) Deter, Five Forks congregation,
Pa.
Galloway: Donnell Amy, May 28; Darrell and
Mary Ellen Galloway, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Hess: Cynthia Lynn, June 23; Jim and Joan
Hess, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Holtry: Rebecca Joy, June 7; William and Mae
Holtry, Mowersville congregation, Pa.
Kurbyfill: James Andrew, June 4; Stan and
Lorraine (Hershberger) Kurbyfill, Edenton, N.C.
Lofthouse: Ryan Wayne, May 17; Wayne and
Susan Lofthouse, Houghton congregation, Ont.
Martin: Heidi Christine, June 8; Dwight and
Amy Martin, Fairview congregation, Oh.
McDonald: Jared Keith, June 18; Bill and
Donna McDonald, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Oberholser: Kendra Ann, June 26; Konrad
and Goldie Oberholser, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Robley: Maria Lynn, June 13; Gene and Joanna (Book) Robley, Eight Square Chapel congregation, Pa.
Souders: Seth David, June 13; Michael and
Margaret Souders, Manor congregation, Pa.
Winger: Jana Beth, May 3; Garth and Gale
(Henninger) Winger, Free Grace congregation.
Pa.

Weddings
Brubaker-Robinson: Bonnie, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Junior Robinson, Greencastle, Pa., and
Glen Brubaker, Marion, Pa., in the Antrim
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur
Benner officiating.
Christner-Engle: Joan Marlene, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Delbert Engle, and William Franklin, son of Judge and Mrs. John F. Christner, both
of Abilene, Ks„ May 23, in the Zion Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Kevin Ryan officiating.

Bob and Barbara Hempy
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Hempy, pastoral couple
of the Upland Church, recently observed their
25th wedding anniversary. The congregation honored the couple at a reception and gave them a love
offering.
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Drooger-Newcomer: Jacquelyn M., daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Newcomer, Waynesboro,
Pa., and Douglas M„ son of Mr. and Mrs. Jack A.
Drooger II, Seminole, Fl., June 6, in the Fairview
Avenue Brethren in Christ Church, with Rev.
Lynn Thrush officiating.
Ehrhart-Hawthorne: Stephanie Hawthorne
and Byran Ehrhart, June 27, in the Cro-c Roads

Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Dale H.
Engle and Rev. John Hawbaker officiating.
Hess-Donovan: Charlene Renee, daughter of
Mrs. Jean Donovan, Annville, Pa., and Gregory
Scott, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hess, Palmyra, Pa., June 13, at the Kenbrook Bible Camp,
Lebanon, Pa., with Rev. Ethan Gramm officiating.
Hilsher-Witmer: Rachel Ann, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Harold Witmer, Schuylkill Haven, Pa.,
and Jay Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paui
Hilsher, Elizabethtown, Pa., May 30, in the East
Petersburg Mennonite Church with Bishop Raymond Charles and Rev. Donald Good officiating.
Hock-Eckenrode: Sharon, daughter of Mrs.
Mildred Eckenrode, and Maynard, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Melvin Hock, April 18, in the Green
Spring Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Larry
Strouse and Rev. John Rosenberry officiating.
Hykes-McQuait: Maty Ann McQuait, Waynesboro, Pa., and David Hykes, Greencastle, Pa.,
June 13, in the McConnelsburg Methodist Church.
Martin-Etter: Luetta Etter, Greencastle, Pa.,
and Mervin Martin, Marlowe, W. Va„ June 7, in
the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Wilbur Benner officiating.
Shertzer-Hess: Sylvia Ann, daughter of Mr.
Donald Hess, Millersville, Pa., and Mrs. Joan
Weber, Leola, Pa„ and Jay Kenneth, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Melvin Shertzer, Millersville, June20, in
the Manor Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
John Hawbaker officiating.

Obituaries
Hilsher: Diana Marie Hilsher, born June 7,
1981, died June 8, 1981 in the Milton Hershey
Medical Center. She was the daughter of Dale and
Cindy Hostetler Hilsher who survive. Also surviving are paternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Hilsher; and maternal grandparents, Mr. and
Mrs. Michael Hostetler.
Kipe: George H. Kipe, born Feb. 12, 1895, died
May 28, 1981. He is survived by his wife, Katie;
three sons: Rev. George, Rev. Amos, and David;
and a number of grandchildren. A son, John]
preceded him in death. He was a member of the
Antrim Brethren in Christ Church. Revs. Wilbur
Benner, Harvey Musser, and John Rosenberry
conducted the funeral service. Interment was in
the Ringgold Cemetery.
Michaels: Norman Michaels, Shippensburg,
Pa., died March 29, 1981 at the age of 71. He was
married to Mary G. Gutshall who survives. Also
surviving are two children: Bobby E. and Dorothy
A. Russell; four grandchildren; and three greatgrandchildren. He was a member of the Green
Spring Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Larry
Strouse conducted the funeral service in the Fogelsanger Funeral Home. Interment was in the
Spring Hill Cemetery.
Mixell: William T. Mixell, Newville, Pa., born
March 26, 1913, died June 5, 1981. He is survived
by his wife, Janet Mae Baughman; six sons; four
daughters; a stepson; and a stepdaughter. Rev.
Larry Strouse conducted the funeral service in the
Green Spring Brethren in Christ Church.
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T ./paving New York about 9 p.m.,
Eastern Standard Time we arrived in
New Delhi at 2 a.m., India Standard
Time two days later. As we were going
through landing procedures we saw
hands waving to us from the balcony.
When we got through customs, what a
joy to see Allen and Leoda Buckwalter,
Joe Smith and two young men with him
waiting to welcome us. Joe took us to
their residence, 12/A Underhill Lane.
We were happy to have a lovely bedroom and comfortable beds. Late in the
morning we met the other students living there and their two servants. These
two were very happy to see us for we
have known them for twenty-five years.
Monday morning we left Delhi by
train, the Assam Mail. We thanked God
for a man from the Delhi Postal Department in our compartment who was also
traveling to Brauni. We felt the Lord
provided him as a guardian angel for
us—in the past month the First Class
section on a mainline train has been
looted three times. From Brauni we got
a train going directly to Saharsa and
there were met by a group with garlands
and smiles and tears.
In this and a later visit to Saharsa we
visited many homes, Christian, Hindu
and Mohammedan. At a Sunday ser-

We felt there was
unity and good spirit
among the s t a f f . . .

Leora
Yoder
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The area of northeast Bihar where Leora and Erma spent most of their time in India.
Shown are several places in Saharsa and Pumea districts where they visited.

vice we were pleased to see a good
number present. The church was nearly
filled. (On Easter nine were baptized
there.) It was gratifying to see the children present in devotions in the Christian day school there. It is held one half
hour before the opening of school.
Though not compulsory, all the children
are encouraged to attend. To hear their
responses and quoting of Scripture,
singing Christian choruses and songs
was a joy. We thanked God for the work
and witness of the nine teachers. Less
than one tenth of the 250 or 275 children
are from Christian homes.

Madhipura Hospital Staff
We had a total of six days in two visits
to Madhipura. While there we were
entertained in various homes for every
meal. We felt there was unity and good
spirit among the staff [of the Madhipura
Christian Hospital] and in their work.
The change and addition to the hospital
was tremendous. However, the plans

On these pages, veteran missionaries
Leora Yoder and Erma Hare report on
their recent two-month ministry with
the church in India. Leora and Erma's
visit confirmed a number of points of
which we in the North American church
have good reason to take note. Knowing
and understanding the church in India
are vital to the growing mutuality binding our fellowships together as the functional body of Christ.
Note this quote from Leora's report
and personal letter to the Missions
Office:
"I do not know if I was able to give as
much as I received. When I see the
handicaps and limitations and pov-

and the blueprint were there before we
left in July 1977. The greatest change
was in the children; all had grown taller
and there was a crop of new ones, as
well.
It was a joy to learn that the families
of the hospital carpenters, who live
across the river, have come to a certain
faith in the Lord Jesus. It came about
when a seriously ill child of their family
was brought to the hospital for treatment. Much prayer was made by the
staff for healing and the child recovered.
This drew his family to the Lord Jesus.
At the invitation of the family, I waded
the river and visited their home. We
sang, read scripture (they had a Bible)
and had prayer. They were happy I
made the effort to come to their humble
home and I was, too.
Another home in Madhipura was
that of Jagdish Yadav, a local college
teacher. His heart and mind began to
open to the claims of Christ about 1974,
when someone from his family was
treated at the hospital. He read the Bible

erty situations in which they live and
work, it touches a deep cord of concern and sympathy for them. Yet
money is not the greatest thing they
need. To pray for them, to encourage
them, to stand with them is our privilege and duty. To see that in the great
trial of their affliction—the abundance of their joy—is a blessing."
Note also Leora's comments about the
Madhipura Hospital staff, the educational program at Banmankhi, the baptismal service on Easter and her summary comments.
—J. Wilmer Heisey
Executive Secretary
Board for Missions
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Leora and a widow at Banmankhi (1973 photo).

xty days in India
A report by Leora G. Yoder

alot and gained a thorough knowledge
of it and attended the weekly Bible studies. He has built a college hostel near
where he is building a home for himself.
He has engraved a cross and the name
"Jesus Hostel" on the cornerstone. He
had a sort of dedication service for it and
invited us to be present, along with
Bishop Malagar of the Mennonite Central Committee and his successor, Rev.
Lemuel. Both were asked to address the
gathering of about fifty college students.
They spoke on the Christian religion
and the Lord Jesus Christ. Great interest was shown and at the close thoughtful questions were asked, but it did not
come to argument or controversy. We
were at his home for dinner that night.
Mr. L. M. Chand, who just completed a three-year course in hospital
administration in Delhi, was being returned to Madhipura Christian Hospital by the Emmanuel Hospital Association. He and his family were to arrive
May 2. Changes always bring a certain
amount of stress. We need to uphold
Mr. Chand and the staff in prayer that
there may be a smooth transition period.
Easter day there were seven baptisms in
Madhipura, too.
From Madhipura we went by jeep to
Barjora one day and returned the next.
We visited many homes, the hotels, the
school and the teachers. The children
were happy to have the special attention
of having their pictures taken for their
sponsors. On our return we stopped at
the Anglo-Indian community and had a
dinner there. Passing through Singeshwar we stopped by the bookstall set up
for sales at the Mela [a yearly fair]. One
worker from each place—Saharsa Bookroom, Madhipura Hospital and Barjora
manned the book selling. We also visited
a family living there.

August 10, 1981

Visit to Purnea
In April we had a six-day visit to
Purnea and stayed in the mission house.
From there we went by rikshaw four
days to visit a church, villages and
home. In Barial at Mangal Bara's home
we met a lot of people, also a college
student and several high school boys
from there. They are fine young fellows;
they love the Lord and we thanked God
for them. They do need guidance and
challenge in their pursuits. I felt that the
young college fellow could attend an
agricultural college. He was interested
but did not have money to go away to
college. Bihar does have such a school
where undoubtedly adibasis [tribals]
could get a government stipend. Also in
Allahabad in Uttar Pradesh there is an
agricultural college established by the
Presbyterians which would undoubtedly
be of superior quality. There the cost
would probably be $35 to $40 a month. I
would like to see suitable young men
guided in this direction.
Some Christians are going through
tests of reverses. One family had two
oxen die and so have no way to farm
their few acres. They have a 12-year-old
daughter with an abscess in back of one
knee. They have taken her to a doctor
and she should go daily for injections,
but the girl cannot walk and she is too

Twenty-eight girls
began literacy classes
on Monday, with four
devoted teachers—
capable, too.

big to carry. They have no way to go the
two miles daily. A second family had an
ox that laid down and died, so farming
poses a problem. A third family had
three oxen that died in one month. They
are at the bottom—no work, no income.
How to say "God bless you?"
In the Purnea Hostel a little girl
became ill with jaundice. Her parents
were informed of her sickness and they
came and took her home. Within ten or
fifteen days she died. How many others
have clouds of discouragement hanging
over them which we know nothing
about? Many times their non-Christian
relatives and neighbors tell them, "Since
you became a Christian, see what trouble you are having. You better give it all
up."
The children in Purnea Hostel live
very happily. Many probably live as well
or better than they do in their homes.
Yet conditions are such that it leaves
much to be desired. They sleep on scanty
grass mats on the floor, with very little
bedding, and are very crowded with
twenty girls in a 12' by 14' room. Their
food, while plentiful, does not have variety and is very protein-deficient. Those
in charge have no knowledge of proper
nutrition and do not have it themselves.
How can they be taught? When I gave a
few suggestions, they said, "Money does
not reach."
Educational Program—Banmankhi
We spent most of our time in Banmankhi and lived in the mission house.
We prepared our own breakfasts and
evening meals and ate the noon meal
with adult literacy students. The first
five days, 13 boys were still there and
their two teachers. Leaders came for a
two-day meeting; the boys gave a school
closing program. Twenty-eight girls
Next page, please
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were at the school Saturday to begin
their classes Monday, the 16th. There
were four devoted teachers—capable,
too. We had assignments in the school. I
led half-hour devotions daily and taught
health, physiology, anatomy, nutrition
and cooking daily. I also helped with a
one hour sewing class each day. I had to
work through an interpreter, which was
a frustration. However, hopefully the
interpreter could learn from me.
The girls were very eager to learn to
read and write. It was a joy to observe.
One was an older woman who had lost
three sons in one month's time. After
some time she had a baby daughter who
within a couple of years also died.
Because of her grief her husband wanted
her to come to the adult literacy school.
She was doing well and seemed to have
no problem fitting in with younger girls.
Another was a young widow with a
four-year-old son. She had no parents
and no money. The church thought she
would have better nutrition if she came
to school. (She also had or was said to
have TB.) She and her little son slept
separately and sat separately when eating and in classes. She had no share in
the work and cooking as everyone else

On Easter about 20 were
baptized; 14 from the
class of 28 girls.

When we see their fortitude and courage in spite
of difficulties and handicaps, we feet they are
advanced and we are logging behind. Father, forgive us for grumbling.
did. (I never heard her cough.) She
gained weight and took great interest. In
sewing class, when everyone had completed one thing, we asked Erma [Hare]
to judge the sewing for each class for
first and second prizes. This young
woman got first prize and was very
pleased. Her face lit up with a big smile.
What will she do? Where will she go
when school is over? I do not know.
In my daily devotional, I took the
book of Genesis and stressed how God
spoke to man and man recognized God
speaking and his response, that the
choices we must daily make in life tell
how we respond to God in our lives, that
we decide either for Jesus or against
him. All of these girls raised their hands
that they wanted always to choose the
right. Some made commitments to the
Lord Jesus. They prayed so spontaneously and freely with earnestness.
Though I could not understand them,
God could.
Baptisms
On Easter about 20 were baptized.
Fourteen of these were from this school
of 28 girls. We thanked God for each
one. We felt incomplete because we
could not see the school completed. But
we thank God for Orpha, Manimati,
Surojani and Sona, the teachers. They
worked with handicaps, but did their
best.

Canadian humanitarian
agency association formed
A new organization, bringing together
various agencies of evangelical persuasion, has been formed in Canada, to
provide space for exchange and coordination of selected activities. The Canadian Association of Christian Humanitarian Agencies (CACHA) was formed
in May. Mennonite Central Committee
(Canada) has joined the association by
an action taken at a recent M C C (Canada) Executive Committee Meeting. Approximately 12 groups are represented
on the association, including World
Vision of Canada, Sudan Interior Mission, Food for the Hungry and Evangelical Alliance Mission.
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The objectives of this association will
be to utilize the expertise and experience
of associates and to promote more effective development, rehabilitation and relief activities of individual agencies.
Secondly, to act as a representative
voice to the federal/ provincial governments on issues relating to funds for
foreign aid and monies made available
to agencies for development projects.
The recommendation accepted states
that M C C (Canada) become a member
of C A C H A for a one year period, to be
followed by an assessment of the association's usefulness, before extending membership for a longer period of time.

A Mohammedan home just across
the road called me to come and see a
young mother who just had her third
baby. She has leprosy, a big area on one
cheek and a palm-sized spot on one
chest wall. She needs medication. They
are very poor. The medicine is not
expensive but it must be continued for
seven to ten years. I suggested they go to
Madhipura. With no treatment, all three
children are in danger of contracting the
disease.
Another heart-rending case was a
woman whose husband died within the
past six months. (She was an orphan girl
in our orphanage. I have known her ever
since she came.) She had four children.
One died of mulnutrition and starvation, the oldest is gone somewhere, the
other two are working and get their
stomachs full but very little else. But she
is sunken-eyed and weak, not able to do
much. She begged for help—and I gave
none. She is haunting me since. I feel
like the person James describes in James
2:14-16, with the verdict, "How dwelleth
the love of God in him?"
Then there is Thomas Das, a former
orphan boy, in Purnea. A fine man,
father of four children, he was the son of
a beggar woman. He now takes responsibility in the church—responsible for
services held in what used to be the
Church of England in Purnea. (It is now
classed with the Church of North India.)
He is a motor driver and his children are
doing well in school. Others in this category are scattered here and there, whose
roots were in Saharsa and Barjora.
So mingled with the rewards and joys
of our visit and service in India there are
burdens and heartaches. We bring these
praises and burdens to the Lord Jesus.
When we see their fortitude and courage
in spite of difficulties and handicaps we
feel that they are advanced and we are
lagging behind. Father, forgive us for
grumbling.

She begged for help,
and I gave her none.
She is haunting me since.
Evangelical Visitor

Testimony
of a
Christian
worker
Two laymen, one pastor and two church planters team up for an evangelistic ministry
9es. They are (left to right): Pastor Philip Murmu, Josiah Besra (who was in

by Samuel Hembrom

i n villa

North Bihar, India

charge of the Boy's Homemaker School), S. Hembrom, church planter Moses
Mirandi, and church planter Samuel Hembrom.

I am interested to see how God
reaches people for his service. There are
many examples in the Bible, from Elisha
in the Old Testament to the Apostle
Paul in the New Testament. They were
not born preachers or prophets, but
God took them and used them for his
glory.
I was born in a fine Christian family.
My parents were new converts then.
They brought me up in the fear of God,
so from childhood I grew up as a Godfearing man. In my high school years I
began to slowly drift away from God
and to take interest in worldly things.
Outwardly I remained pious and active
in the church activities. People thought
that I was a very fine young man. I used

Samuel Hembrom, dedicated church
planter who speaks Hindi, Santali and
English, is the son of India church chairman Patras Hembrom.
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to think that being born in a Christian
family and active in the church was
enough to be a Christian. I wanted to
study more and become an engineer and
earn lots of money and have the luxuries
of life. I never wanted to become a
Christian worker, because they were
paid very low salaries and people laughed at being religious. Some of my Christian friends are still laughing at me but,
like prophet Jonah, God was after me. I
wanted to run away from Israel. I didn't
want to hear his call.
In 1970, in an Operation Mobilizations Team, I got convicted and dedicated my life to God. In that team I
learned that God is really true and that
he answers prayers. I also learned to
trust him.
In 1975 God made it possible for me
to attend a Bible seminary in Allahabad.
In the last year of my four year course in
seminary I was seriously thinking and
praying about my calling and the place
of service in the future. I was thinking
that my future service might be full of
fruit and that I might work in the city
because I got used to the city life. But at
the end of my days in the seminary I had
to commit my way to God, saying that
at any place and in any way I will do the
Lord's service. Soon I got a letter from
my church secretary inviting me to work
among my own people. So today I am
here in Purnea serving the Lord. I con-

fess that this is not the type of work I had
hoped for when I was in the seminary
but I had committed my will to God.
Now I am willing to do anything for my
church.
I am working as a church-planting
pastor and evangelist. Almost every day
I go to villages where they have not
heard the gospel, to tell the good news
with the help of nearby believers. Many
times I go by bicycle and many times I
walk. The task is not easy but I am going
ahead and one day I believe God is
going to reward me.

At my request, Samuel gave this testimony and description of his work.
During the previous week Samuel and
four others went to a village to witness
with the help of local believers who
made it possible to contact non-believers.
The team of five stayed with Christian
families, five of whom live in this one
village. Because the head of one of these
Christian families was also head of the
village, elected by the people, no one
could hinder them. They were free to
make arrangements for their meetings.
During three days in the area they
visited nearby villages, where other Christian families lived, during the day and
held a meeting in the first village in the
evenings.
—from Erma Hare
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by Joe Hyatt

Why attend
Christian

Have you ever attended a seminar or
workshop and wondered what it had to
do with you? The material may have
been excellent and the ideas creative, yet
there was little within the scope of what
you needed. This realization prompted
the Atlantic Conference Board of Christian Education to sponsor two one-day
seminars designed to offer relevant training to Christian leaders within the Atlantic Conference. Under the title, "Your
Christian Education Seminar," the event
attracted about 100 individuals during
visits to Elizabethtown (March 14) and
Souderton (April 14).
The seminars consisted of three parts.
First and most important were ten different workshops, including "Administ r a t i n g the Reaching A r m of the
Church," "Planning the Learning Environment," and "Surviving as a Youth
Leader." A second aspect of the seminar
was the display area. The emphasis here
was to present workable ideas which
could be applied by the participants in
the congregational setting. Thirdly, workshop leaders were available for personal
consultation. In this setting, ideas that
were presented in the workshops could
be better applied to the participant's
own experience.
*

*

*

Why bother attending a Christian
education workshop anyway? If you
ever had to drive a distance or give up
one of those precious Saturdays to
Joe Hyatt is the director of Spring Lake
Retreat, Wurtsboro, N. Y. and is also the
director of Atlantic Conference Christian
Education.
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attend such a gathering, I'm sure this
question has passed through your mind.
When you think of all the things you
could have done, then you really begin
to wonder, "Why bother?" I would suggest three general reasons why Christian
education leaders should bother to attend such training opportunities.
The first reason is that our various
positions in Christian education are
important to the life of the church. It is a
generally accepted rule of thumb that we
give our most substantial time and effort
to those areas where we believe we can
make the most significant contribution.
This sense of importance toward our
individual roles is intially founded in the
particular call of God on our lives. Each
task is important in fulfilling the great
command issued by Jesus: "Go . . .
teaching them all things whatsoever I
have commanded you" (Matt. 28:20).
What is important here is not so much
the particular task, but who it is who
calls us. I remember as a boy that it did
not matter what the job was that my
mother called me to do; what was
important was that it was she who called
me to do it.
The call of God is an awesome thing,
especially in regard to teaching (see
James 3:1). As we have recognized
God's call and its awesomeness, we are
sensitized to the need to develop that
calling to its fullest potential. Therefore,
we have incentive to attend Christian
education workshops.
Under the call from God we further
realize that the work we do is important
to the Christian community and the
community at large. Ray Rozell in his
Talks on Sunday School
Teaching
stated, "One trouble with us Sunday

School teachers is that we do not realize
how tremendous a thing this teaching
business is."1 Among the things that
make this "teaching business" so tremendous and important are these areas,
suggested by Elmer Towns in his book,
How to Grow an Effective
Sunday
School:
1. We are privileged to carry out the
Great Commission in a significant
way.
2. We are involved with the systematic teaching of God's Word.
3. We are involved in aiding spiritual
growth toward maturity. 2
A second reason that we should attend
workshops is the need for the continual
development and growth in our Christian education programs. Dormancy
and complacency have never been acceptable in any enterprise, but rather the
active pursuit of more effective methods
of producing a better product both in
quantity and quality. We do not see our
Christian education programs as exceptions to this general rule, but rather perpetually seek methods to produce a
larger number of better discipled believers in Jesus Christ.
As was the case in our call to Christian education ministries, our concern
for development and growth is founded
in the expectations of God for such
growth. Again partially drawing from
Elmer Towns, I would suggest three
areas where God expects growth in our
ministries. First, growth is expected
numerically or in terms of reaching the
yet unreached. The Great Commission
of Jesus to "Go ye into all the w o r l d . . . "
affirms this expectation. Some more
modern writers have suggested that for
every individual in our churches there
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education

workshop?
are at least four or five on the outside.
We therefore have the potential for
numerical growth.
Secondly, growth and development
are necessary to reach out to special
populations in the church and community. I am referring here to such groups as
the mentally and physically handicapped, the elderly, shut-ins, and other
groups with special needs. The New Testament is filled with examples of Jesus
and his disciples ministering to these
special needs and we need to actively
follow in these footsteps. We are seeing
this happen in some of our churches and
we need to continue the development of
similar ministries.
Thirdly, growth and development in
knowledge are expected by God. Acts
2:41-42 shows us the importance placed
on adequate instruction for the believer.

Photos taken at the Elizabethtown
seminar.
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The versatility of our Lord in using various methods of instruction, applying
the method that proved most effective in
conveying his message to any given
audience, should further encourage us
to pursue ways to increase the knowledge we convey to our pupils. Of course,
when we are speaking of knowledge
here we are not referring to mere facts,
but rather to basic issues and concepts.
We are not only perceptive to the
need for growth and development in our
Christian education programs because
of God's expectation for such growth,
but also because of the rapid development of secular education, with its increasing emphasis on humanistic philosophy. Our Christian education programs are in competition with this philosophy. Carl F. H. Henry highlights the
seriousness of the conflict by quoting the
editor of The Christian Century: "Public
education without religion creates a secular mentality faster than the church can
Christianize it."3 We therefore must
develop our programs to meet this
challenge.
To illustrate the problem, consider
the pastor whose son is in seventh grade
The son's class is studying abortion, and
to impress on the class the teacher's own
perspective, a role play is enacted. The
girls in the class play pregnant, unwed
mothers, whose fetuses are hopelessly
deformed. The boys play the fathers of
the unborn children. The class is then
asked to work through the situation and
decide whether there should or should
not be an abortion. Can we understand
the concern of this pastor for his son's
educational experience? Do we understand the awesomeness of the enemy our
Christian education programs are facing in the public schools? We take
advantage of Christian education training opportunities because we realize the
need to develop programming which
will not bore or turn off our students,
but will equip them against the onslaught of humanistic education.
A third reason we should participate
in Christian education workshop centers on the role of Christian education in
the church's future. We see this role in
two parts.
The first concerns the disintegrating
family situation, which not only plagues
secular society but the church as well. As
we enter the years ahead we must deal
with the reality of an ever-increasing
number of single parent homes and
homes with two working parents where
children are often left to be raised by
outside institutions (e.g., day care cen-

ters, schools, clubs). We must be prepared to offer programs which will fill
the Christian education gap left by the
home unable to provide this emphasis.
An even more demanding problem, however, is the need for our programs to
work toward the reinstitution of the
home as the hub of Christian education.
Deuteronomy 6, which many consider
to be the theme chapter of Christian
education, strongly suggests such an
approach, as does common sense which
teaches that we learn best that to which
we are perpetually exposed.
A second way in which we see Christian education working in the future is in
the thorough preparation of strong active servants of Jesus Christ, who will be
able to face turbulent times. A brief look
at the intensifying world situation convinces us that we are living in the "last
days," when the church will be subjected
to mounting pressure to compromise its
biblical stances. In light of this we must
intensify our efforts to improve our
methodology to firmly ground our people in scriptural truth and practice.
On a more immediate level we need to
continually prepare individuals to serve
the spiritual needs of the society in
which we live. Developing Christian
education programs which firmly plant
the missionary vision in every individual
should always be a high priority. Our
involvement in Christian education training opportunities is a step in helping us
meet these challenges.
To summarize, there are three basic
reasons for bothering to attend Christian education workshops:
1. Our positions in Christian education are important.
2. We need to continually develop
our Christian education programs.
3. We see the role of Christian education in the church's future.
As we anticipate further seminar opportunities, let us keep these objectives in
mind.

1
Ray Rozell, Talks on Sunday School Teaching, 17th ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1956), p. 23.
2
Elmer L. Towns, How to Grow an Effective
Sunday School (Denver: Accent Books, 1979) pp
5-9.
3
Carl F. H. Henry, "The Secularization of
American Life," An Introduction to Evangelical
Christian Education, 15th ed., ed. J. Edward
Hakes (Chicago: Moody Press, 1964), p. 20.

Readers Respond
More on "letting go"
I would like to respond to Roy and
Esther M a n n ' s challenge in the J u n e 10
issue to Paul Hostetler's article " . . . then
the letting go . . ." (Apr. 25).
I agree with the M a n n s that we are
consecrated to the Lord, and I know my
parents did that with me. However, I'm
sure my parents felt pain when I left for
Zambia three years ago, even though
they knew it was God's will for my life. I
think Jesus' mother cried when Jesus
died on the cross, although it was God's
will.
I believe we sometimes try to forget
that we are h u m a n , especially missionaries. I've found out since I came to Z a m bia that we who serve our Lord in
another country are as h u m a n as those
who stay at home. We have the same
problems, frustrations, joys and victories—only in another country.
So I agree with the Hostetlers—
leaving causes pain. But I also agree

with the M a n n s that when it's the Lord's
will, he helps us bear the pain and adds a
special joy.
Rachel Melhorn
Choma, Zambia
I want to express my thanks to you
for publishing and to Paul Hostetler for
writing and sharing his personal struggles of "letting go" of his missionary
children. I am sure there are literally
hundreds of parents, sisters, and brothers who have had the same struggle Mr.
Hostetler shared with us.
I appreciated so much his honesty, his
risking in sharing these private thoughts
and struggles. Sometimes the laying
down of our will for Christ's is not easy.
Mr. Hostetler's openness in dealing with
this situation was a helpful testimony for
us all.
And, as one of those who has gone
abroad twice now, I want to thank those
who have had to "let me go."
Darlene Keller
Manzini, Swaziland
On the Abbreviation of Our Name

Everyone Likes
a Vacation

So, why are these students spending
theirs in the frozen Midwest!

They're attending Urbana '81.
Pray they'll have a g o o d Christmas
break at Urbana.
13th Inter-Varsity Student Missions
Convention at the University of III. at
Urbana. Dec. 27-31, 1981
Let every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord
Inter*Varsity
Urbana '81
233 Langdon St.
Madison, Wis. 53703
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I am the pastor of a small church just
outside the city of Lynchburg, located in
central Virginia. We are known as the
Lynchburg Brethren in Christ Church
(Atlantic Conference).
I accepted the Lord Jesus into my life
in the Marlyn Avenue Brethren in Christ
Church, located in Maryland. I love the
Brethren in Christ and find this church
to be quite close to God. The Brethren in
Christ have quite a background of serving the Lord. Having been ordained as a
minister in the B r e t h r e n in Christ
Church, I count this a great blessing and
privilege that God has bestowed on me.
It is the greatest blessing and privilege,
outside of salvation, that God could bestow on any man.
I have often been lifted up by being
called "brother" by my brothers and sisters in Christ.
Perhaps this "thorn" that has come
into my side may seem trivial to some,
but to me, it is quite painful. This
"thorn" is the shortening of the name of
our blessed church, Brethren in Christ,
to "BIC Church." Why have we decided
to use the abbreviation "BIC" when referring to the name of our church? Is it
more modern to call our church "BIC"?
If so, then let us forget modernism!

To be considered
for
publication,
letters must be signed
and should be 300 words or less.
We are located just over the mountain
f r o m one of the largest churches in the
world. Yet I have never seen this church's
name abbreviated to " T R B . " Nor have I
heard of any other church, large or
small, here or elsewhere, that abbreviates its name.
Are we in such a hurry that we must
speed up the writing or typing of the
name Brethren in Christ by making it
sound like the manufacturer of cigarette
lighters and ball point pens?
I had one incident in which a delivery
man had much trouble trying to deliver
a p a c k a g e to the " L y n c h b u r g BIC
Church." No one knew anything about
a church in the vicinity with the name
"BIC." After considerable trouble he
happened to find someone who is a
member of the church. This dear sister
saw the address on the package and was
able to deciper the code letters "BIC."
I am writing this letter of protest with
the prayer that it will anger no one, but
that it will serve as a reminder that we
do, always, have time to write or type
the full blessed n a m e " B r e t h r e n in
Christ."
Your brother in Christ,
Lyle Roach

Ringgold Meetinghouse
Hymn Sing
August 30, 1981
T h e historic m e e t i n g h o u s e
will be open at 4:00 p.m. H y m n
sing on the lawn at 6:00 p.m.
Bring lawn chairs or blankets.
Special music includes a group
f r o m the Ringgold c o m m u n i t y , a
group f r o m Messiah Village, and
a quartet f r o m Grantham. Devotions by Rev. Richard Long.
Directions: drive south f r o m
Waynesboro on PA 997 (becomes Maryland Rt. 64). T u r n
left at village sign into Ringgold.
In the village, at the only intersection, turn left. Meetinghouse
is about V2 mile from Rt. 64.
For more information, call
Walter Strite (714) 762-6692.
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Are you

willing?

Editor's Notebook

from page 16

The important thing is to decide
prayerfully what you believe to be God's
will, then act on it. The believer has
God's assurance that he can be trusted
even when the way seems obscure: "Trust
in the Lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge him, and he will
make your paths straight" (Prov. 3:5-6,
NIV).
Since a Christian's whole life is supposed to be a joyful response to God's
will, certain obvious signs appear when
a believer is going his or her own way
instead of God's. "Continual frustration, always feeling like a misfit, and
lack of fruitfulness," are three of the
danger signs which A1 Long sees.
Luke Keefer notes that "when we're
out of God's will there's a sense of reluctance in meeting with the people of
God." A faltering or non-existent prayer
life and reticence to worship with fellow
Christians are strong indications that
one is not following God's will. As an
antidote Keefer suggests that we examine our sense of fellowship with God and
his people.
Paradoxically, prayer is one of the
most effective ways to examine ourselves. Prayer slows us down and keeps
us from jumping recklessly into situations where God doesn't want us to be.
Prayer also can help us decide quietly
and deliberately to do God's will.
Every moment of our lives can be a
prayer, especially when we do things for
others. "Begin now to do the little things
for God that you can do," advises
Keefer. Play ball with your children
after school or visit a lonely neighbor.
Tell your husband he's the best husband
in the world. Give your wife a smile
instead of a scowl for breakfast. No service is too small to escape God's notice.
Peace is the inevitable result of doing
God's will. "When I have peace under
the Holy Spirit, I know I am following
God's will for my life," concludes A1
Long.
You, too, can know if you are following God's will. Are you willing?

A 1980 graduate of Messiah College,
Mark is a part-time student at Lancaster
Theological Seminary. He and his wife Karen
(Sider) live on a farm near Cones toga, PA.
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One of the great truths concerning the church, the body of Christ, is its
international scope and flavor. Small as we are, the Brethren in Christ
share in this reality. Just stop to consider the widely differing political,
social and economic environments in which our brothers and sisters live
today—in Japan, Cuba, India, Nicaragua, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Canada
and the United States.
During August, we devote several pages in each issue of the Visitor to
selected aspects of our international brotherhood. In this issue, Leora
Yoder and Erma Hare recount highlights of their 60-day visit to the church
in India. And an article on Cuba suggests the church there is experiencing a
vitality some might not have thought possible in this communist country.
The August 25 issue will feature Roy Sider's moving account of some
"people needs" in Bogota, Columbia, along with a first-hand report by
Rich Sider on the current unrest in Latin America and its effects on his
family and associates in Guatemala.
It is our great privilege and responsibility to join with fellow Brethren in
Christ around the world in prayer for the church and its ministry. In the
words of the chorus taught me by Bishop Stephen Ndlovu from Zimbabwe, "You pray for me and I'll pray for you . . . Oh, why don't you pray
for me?"
*

*

*

*

*

After this issue had been "dummied up" and was nearing completion,
ready for printing, Dale Allison phoned with an update on the status of the
old Messiah Home in Harrisburg. So that we may share this timely
information with you, this editorial column has been abbreviated. (This
will not become standard practice!)
g
Messiah Home Update
Board Decision Regarding Property
On July 24 and 25, the General Conference Board of Benevolence
received the ad hoc committee's proposal for a ministry to the poor in
Harrisburg, PA, utilizing the Paxton Street property. (See the July 10
Visitor.) After hearing proposals from the ad hoc committee and the
Messiah Village Board of Trustees, the Board of Benevolence decided to
encourage the ad hoc committee to model a ministry to the poor for our
brotherhood on a smaller scale and in a smaller facility. The Board of
Benevolence then released the Paxton Street property for sale through the
Messiah Village Board of Trustees. (Approval for the sale of this property
dates back to General Conference of 1969.)
Committee Offers to Purchase Property
After the meeting of the Board of Benevolence, concerned members of
the ad hoc committee met and decided to privately incorporate and seek to
purchase the old Messiah Home on Paxton Street. They have proposed to
pay the first $ 100,000 by October 31,1981. The formal proposal was made
to the Messiah Village Board of Trustees via a telephone conference call on
July 29. This proposal to purchase was approved by the Board of Trustees,
with the total selling price and details of purchase yet to be determined.
This means that the ad hoc group is privately seeking funds from
community sources and persons. They are not formally soliciting the
brotherhood. Any brotherhood solicitation would require approval from
the Commission on Stewardship and Finance as well as the Board of
Administration.
The ad hoc committee continues to plan for beginning a ministry in the
near future. Please pray that as this matter goes through the proper
channels, Jesus Christ will be honored, and God's will for our brotherhood
will be done.
W. Dale Allison, chairman
Board of Benevolence

God's will can be known! But it is not
a matter of following a computer printout. It is a matter of following Christ.
"Be ye followers of me," urged the Apostle Paul, "even as I also am of Christ" (I
Cor. 11:1, KJV). Christ is to be both our
example and our aim.
Yet too many Christians aim too low.
They aim at themselves instead of Christ.
Our self-centeredness shows when we
ask, "What is God's will for my life?"
instead of asking, "What is God's will?"—
period. Jesus said, "My meat is to do the
will of him that sent me, and to finish his
work" (John 4:34, KJV). Our Lord
found strength and meaning for his life,
not in doing his own will, but in doing
the will of his Father.
How can we find God's will? A good
place to begin is the Bible. Anything that
conflicts with God's written Word is not
God's will. What the Bible prohibits we
must not practice.
But the Bible is not a crystal ball for
Christians. It won't tell us whether to
change jobs or live in the inner city
instead of suburbia. We can't flip our
Bibles open and expect to find the name
of our future husband or wife.
So what shall we do about those areas
of our lives where the Bible is silent? A1
Long, a professor at Messiah College,
remembers when, as a young seminary
graduate, he was ready to embark on his
professional career. Two job offers, both
for Christian service, arrived in the mail
at the same time.
"Casting lots didn't seem to be the
way to proceed," he recalls. "So I examined my gifts and abilities, looked at the
long-range opportunities and made my
d e c i s i o n . I've never r e g r e t t e d my
choice." He's been teaching Greek and
Biblical literature ever since.
Luke Keefer, Jr., a colleague of
Long's, suggests three essential steps to
determine God's will for specific situations: (1) prayer; (2) serious and candid
thought; (3) asking advice from trusted
people. "But," says Keefer, "one of the
ways we get to the Lord's will the fastest
16

Are you
willing?
by Mark M. Redfearn

is to do what we can on our own, asking
God for wisdom along the way."
Keefer also suggests that we must be
utterly submissive to whatever God
wants to say to us—even if we don't like
what we hear. "When I was serving at
Navajo Mission I was asked to assist
with a wedding. The bride and her family, along with the officiating minister,
had been waiting for an hour for the
groom to show up. Finally we found
him in town and brought him back to
the Mission. Meanwhile, the minister
who had been asked to perform the service had left because of a prior commitment. The couple asked me to marry
them and I consented.
"But I had an uneasy feeling that it
wasn't the right thing to do. What could
I do? How could I go back on my word?
My uneasiness persisted. As we were
dressing for the wedding, I finally told

the groom. He was visibly relieved. It
turned out that his family had boycotted
the wedding because they hadn't approved of the date. So we went ahead and
had a reception, but no wedding.
"On Monday morning I called the
district attorney's office and discovered
what I had suspected—that as a licensed
minister I had no authority to marry
anyone in the State of New Mexico!
Even though I had not wanted to listen
to my uneasiness, it had saved me and
the couple from a very embarrassing
predicament. They were married happily—and legally—several days later."
Another crucial factor in knowing
God's will is openness. A1 Long cites the
deacons' visit conducted some time ago
at the Grantham Church as an example.
A visitation program was organized by
the deacons. Every church family was to
be visited either by a deacon or a
member selected by the deacons. "When
I was asked to be a visitor," says Long,
"my first inclination was to say no. As a
college professor I had plenty of other
things to keep me busy. But prayer
caused me to reconsider my decision
and I found that my no had turned into
a yes. The visits turned out to be rewarding both socially and spiritually."
But God's will is more than choosing
the right mate or the right job or the
right religious service. "Most discussions
we hear about the will of God focus on
making proper choices," observes Luke
Keefer. "But more important than making proper choices is that we are ethically the person that God wants us to be.
The biblical emphasis is on being rather
than on doing or choosing."
Yet the fear of making the wrong
choices can paralyze us and prevent us
from doing anything at all. "People
often want too much evidence before
deciding," warns Keefer, who confessed
that he never would have married if he
hadn't simply made up his mind to do
so, then decided to live with his commitment. (He hasn't been sorry!)
T o page 15, please
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